
Local Information In the event of an emergency, dial 111

To report or check current road conditions 
on the state highway call 0800 4 HIGHWAYS 
(0800 44 44 49) or check online at
www.journeys.nzta.govt.nz/west-coast/

Weather on the West Coast can change 
unexpectedly. Make sure you take appropriate 
warm clothing, a waterproof jacket, food and 
water when embarking on walks in the area.

The  
Tohu Whenua  
Story
Nau mai, haere mai ki te kaupapa o Tohu Whenua.

Tohu Whenua are places that have shaped Aotearoa 
New Zealand. Located in stunning landscapes and rich 
with stories, they o!er some of our best  
heritage experiences.

Walk in the footsteps of extraordinary and ordinary 
New Zealanders and hear about the deeds, struggles, 
triumphs and innovations that make us who we are.

With Tohu Whenua as your guide, embark on a journey 
to some of our most important landmarks and immerse 
yourself in our diverse and unique history.

Visit Tohu Whenua in Northland, Otago and West Coast.

Te Tai Poutini 
West Coast

Denniston Mine, Jason Blair
Cover image credits. Top: Reefton, Stewart Nimmo. Bottom left: Hokitika, Claudia Babirat. 
Bottom right: Brunner Mine, Jason Blair.
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Start at the clocktower at Weld & Sewell Sts

State Highway 7, 11 km east of Greymouth

Brunner Mine!

Hokitika Port, Commercial and government Centre"

Fuelling New Zealand’s safety
An event that shook the nation, Brunner Mine  
pays homage to New Zealand's worst workplace 
disaster with memorials amongst the mining  
relics. Cross the historic suspension bridge,  
stand at the mine entrance to one of New Zealand's 
largest coal operations, and let the 65 men who 
were tragically killed here fuel us all to never settle 
on safety.

INFORMATION KEY

Tohu Whenua 
Location Amenities

Great for 
families

Entry fee

Walking involved

Wheelchair 
access

Bicycle  
friendly

Treasure seekers’ town
The most valued port of the gold rush era and 
now the gateway to the West Coast, Hokitika 
draws discoverers. Wander the wide streets of 
the pounamu and goldfields capital, its numerous 
artisan stores, historic buildings, and driftwood 
and sunset-famous beach, and take home a 
taonga of your own.

Claudia Babirat

Te Tai Poutini  
West Coast Story
The rise of a resourceful nation

Te Tai Poutini West Coast’s Tohu Whenua tell the stories 
of the hardships endured for our country’s most prized 
resources. A region known for its incredible beauty and rich 
bounty, these are the places where our people’s limits were 
tested and rewarded.

Stand where some of our most significant industrial history 
unfolded in the pursuit of gold and coal, feel the wairua 
in the heart of the jade sources of Te Wai Pounamu, and 
appreciate our taonga and the journeys that led us to them.

Denniston Mine#

Coaling in the clouds
Once a leading coal mining town, Denniston sits 
high on the edge of a steep incline railway once 
described as the 8th wonder of the world. A 
town of extremes, workers mined the highest 
quality coal but families su!ered the lowest 
living conditions. Explore the remnants of the 
town and mine on foot, mountain bike or 4WD 
and take in magnificent coastal views.

State Highways 69 and 7, Reefton

Historic Reefton$

Gold. Lights. Action.
Nicknamed Quartzopolis and the Town of Light, 
Reefton was the booming commercial centre 
of quartz reef gold mining and the first place 
in the southern hemisphere to supply electric 
lighting. Feel like you're in a movie as you tour the 
character town, then get in on some action with 
its mountain biking and walking trails.
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NOTE: TRAVEL TIMES MAY VARY 
DURING POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS.
(DISTANCES SHOWN BELOW IN KMS)
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FRANZ JOSEF

Visit Tohu Whenua Northland

Visit Tohu Whenua Otago

Reefton
67–69 Broadway,
Reefton

Hokitika
36 Weld Street 
Hokitika 

Westport
Coaltown Museum
123 Palmerston Street,
Westport 

O! SH67, 18km northeast of Westport

Jason Blair

O! State Highway 7, 21km south of Reefton

A golden run
Explore this once thriving gold town and picture a 
working mine, whippet races, children trying to  
resist the temptation of a frozen over swimming pool, 
games of bowls and rugby, Nob Hill and Shinbone 
Alley. Visit for a day and take in the remains of the 
mine and town by walking one of its many tracks or 
stay longer at the lodge and really immerse yourself 
in the stories of the people who made history here.
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